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The Trinity Initiative of Aoyama Gakuin University is a project of Information Science Research Center.
A distributed system called *Apostle’ is the kernel of the Trinity Initiative. Apostle provides an integrated
computing environment to users among loosely coupled computers. IS (Information Server) is a sub-
system of Apostle. IS is a database management system to manage name information for users. This
paper describes a design and an implementation of IS.

IS is upward compatible with YP (Yellow Pages). Apostle is constructed over the connection of three
computers in campuses of Aoyama Gakuin University. Each computer is connected with each other via
64kbps synchronous line. IS has the following features. 1) name information is shared with components,
the key of data is *user name’, 2) transfer of name information over the connection of computers is not
necessary on a name reference stage, 3) amount of transfer data is minimized in a data modify stage,
4) the right to manage the database is distributed to several managers of groups, each manager has the
right to create/modify information of users belonging to his group.
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