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[Author Abstract] In the process of automating libraries, the retrieval of books through the
browsing of shelves is being overlooked. The telematic library is a document based DBMS which can
deliver the content of books by simulating the browsing process. The retrieval actually simulates the
process a person would use in selecting a book in a real library, where a visual presentation using
a graphic display is substituted. The characteristics of prototype system “Son-Go-Ku” for such
retrieval implemented in 1988 are mentioned.
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